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GST DISTRIBUTION 
621. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
I acknowledge students from St Francis Xavier Primary School in the member for Geraldton’s electorate who are 
in the public gallery. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: There’s something different about the Leader of the Opposition. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: Yes, there is. 
I refer to the Premier’s commitment that he would be “forceful and unrelenting” in getting a better deal for 
Western Australia from Canberra on GST. Can the Premier outline his forceful and unrelenting actions that have 
led to a complete and absolute failure to get structural reform from Bill Shorten and his federal Labor colleagues? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I think it is very clear to all people across Western Australia that the Western Australian government is determined 
to fight every battle on behalf of our state to secure a better share of the goods and services tax. Mr Speaker, Labor 
did not sign the deal. If we go back and look at who is responsible for signing the deal, it was the Liberal Party. It 
was the worst financial decision in the history of this state to sign the GST deal. I was here; three of us in this 
chamber were here at that time. We argued against it. There were votes in this chamber on this issue. One of the 
arguments we raised was that over time our share would decline significantly. 
Dr M.D. Nahan: Let’s talk about the future, not history. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I think the Leader of the Opposition needs to understand the history. He is a newcomer to 
this chamber and he does not know the history. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: In those debates in 1999 — 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I do not want to have to keep calling you, but if you keep interjecting, 
I will. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: In those debates in 1999–2000, we were very clear that we thought the deal would be bad 
for our state. We said that, and the then government went and signed the deal anyway, and now look where we 
are. It was a Liberal Party deal—Liberal state government and Liberal federal government. 
We have done two things in recent months that have made a significant difference on this issue. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: It was 17 years ago. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It might have been 17 years ago, but we told the then government what was going to happen. 
I was here. What the Liberal Party did that we predicted came to fruition. When the Liberal Party stands up and 
argues about these matters, look at the hypocrisy of the argument that it makes. Just on that matter, an article was 
shown to me yesterday or the day before. A few years ago, Julie Bishop, the current Deputy Prime Minister, was 
with a bloke dressed in a cow suit arguing that Western Australia was being milked by the then federal 
government. Our share of the GST at that time was in the vicinity of 60c to 70c; it is now at 34 cents in the dollar. 
What did she say last week? She said that you need all the states to join before there is an outcome. I note who the 
government is. It is a Liberal government in place in Australia today. The government of Australia will be the one 
that can fix the situation. 
The state government has been involved in two things recently. First, I wrote to the Prime Minister and federal 
Treasurer calling for the Productivity Commission inquiry, and an inquiry happened. Secondly — 
Dr M.D. Nahan: They chose that; you didn’t have anything to do with that. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I just explained to the Leader of the Opposition what happened. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: He asked me a question, but he will not let me get the answer out. 
I wrote to the commonwealth government calling for the Productivity Commission inquiry, and it happened. 
Secondly, the federal opposition has come out with a 70c — 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I warned you before; I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Federal Labor has come out with a 70c effective floor. That is the only thing on the table 
currently; that is it! There is no offer from the federal government. There is no support from the federal 
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government; there is nothing. I urge all parties nationally to await the Productivity Commission inquiry outcomes 
and to make their further positions plain at that time. I note that at this time there is only one offer on the table, 
and that is by federal Labor for a 70c equivalent floor, which is double what we are currently getting. We are 
currently getting 34 cents in the dollar. That is all that is on the table currently. I urge the federal government, if it 
wants to get credibility in Western Australia, to at least match that. 
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